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13 IN TORTURE CASE 


FACE LONG RECOVERY 


Girl who 
alerted authorities is 
praised; experts detail 
road ahead for victims 


By Brian Rokos 


brokos@scng.com 


@Brian_Rokos on Twitter 


The 13 Perris children and young 
adults who authorities say suffered 
stunted growth because of torture and 
neglect by their parents likely face a 
long rehabilitation, both physically and 
psychologically, an expert suggested. 

Sophia Grant, medical director of 
the child abuse and neglect unit at 


Riverside University 
Health System, has 
not treated the chil- 
dren. But at a Riv- 
erside County sher- 
iff’s news conference 
Tuesday, she spoke 
about similar cases. 

At the half-hour 
briefing, where me- 
dia crowded shoul- 
der-to-shoulder into 
a conference room at 


Inside: The only 
government 
oversight of the 
private school 
attended by 
the 13 children 
is registration 
with the state 
Department of 


Education. 
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the Perris sheriff’s station, the girl who 
sneaked out of the home and alerted 
authorities was praised for her bravery. 

Also, the CEO of the hospital where 
the seven adults — initially mistaken for 
minors because of their malnutrition — 
are being treated said the patients “feel 


safe” and are stable. 


And a sheriff’s captain promised a 
“meticulous investigation” but couldn’t 
provide any insights into what moti- 
vated David Turpin, 57, and Louise Tur- 
pin, 49, to allegedly treat their children 
in a way that resulted in the couple’s ar- 


rest Sunday. 


The parents remained jailed Tuesday 
with bail set at $9 million each. Unless 
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PHOTOS BY STAN LIM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Capt. Greg Fellows, Riverside County Sheriff's Department Perris station commander, answers questions Tuesday regarding the case 
involving 13 captive siblings found in a Perris home on Sunday. 


Media crews set up Tuesday outside the home on Muir Woods Road in Perris where 
authorities say 13 siblings had been held captive. 


Relatives learned of situation in media; 
one aunt says she was kept from seeing the siblings 


By Roxana Kopetman 
rkopetman@scng.com 
@roxanakopetman on Twitter 


Family members of the 13 
children and young adults 
found living in horrid condi- 
tions, some shackled to fur- 
niture, said they learned of 
their captivity from news re- 
ports. 

One aunt expressed an- 
ger. Another aunt said the 
family had been forbidden 
from seeing the children. 
And a grandfather said the 
last time he saw the family, 
“the kids were fine.” 

“Tm so heartbroken for 
my nieces and nephews,” 
Teresa Robinette told NBC 


News on Tuesday. 

“Tm so angry inside,” said 
Robinette, the sister of Lou- 
ise Ann Turpin, 49, who was 
arrested Sunday along with 
her husband, David Turpin, 
57, on suspicion of torture 
and child endangerment. 

Little emerged Tuesday to 
shed light on why a couple 
allegedly kept their 13 chil- 
dren, ages 2 to 29, captive in 
a foul-smelling house in Per- 
ris. Three of the kids were 
chained and padlocked to 
furniture when authorities 
arrived at the home on Sun- 
day after one escaped and 
called 911. 

Another sister, Elizabeth 
Jane Flores, told a British 


tabloid that she had not 
seen Louise Turpin for 19 
years, and neither she nor 
her parents were allowed to 
see or speak to the children. 

“My parents booked sev- 
eral flights to go see them, 
but when they got there, 
they wouldn’t tell them 
where to go and my par- 
ents left crying every time,” 
Flores, of Tennessee, told 
the Daily Mirror. “They died 
before they got to see them 
again. ... 

“It’s just heartbreaking, 
and I’m so embarrassed 
about all of this,” she told 
the Daily Mirror. “Some- 
thing didn’t seem right 
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Washington Post no fan of city’s fake edition 


Effort to appeal to Amazon and 
Post owner Jeff Bezos backfires 


By Imran Ghori 


ighori@scng.com, @ImranGhoril on Twitter 


When Moreno Valley submitted its bid for Am- 
azon’s second headquarters, officials announced 
with fanfare that they had created a fake edition 
of The Washington Post — which is owned by 
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos — to get the city noticed. 

But in the past month, all traces of the city’s 
replica edition — with a headline reporting that 
Moreno Valley had won the bid — have vanished. 

It turns out the city’s fake news got the atten- 
tion of the Post, but not the way city officials had 


anticipated. 


Instead, Moreno Valley faced a possible law- 
suit from the storied newspaper that is the sub- 
ject of the new movie “The Post,” starring Tom 


Hanks and Meryl Streep. 
In a Dec. 5 letter, an attorney for the Post wrote 


that the city’s use of the newspaper’s logo and 
POST » PAGE4 


COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MORENO VALLEY 


Moreno Valley produced a fake edition of The Washington Post as part of its 
attempt to attract Amazon’s second headquarters. 


Recipients 


of DACA 
protection 
see chance 


at reprieve 


They can reapply, but 
Justice Department to 
push to end program 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


Young immigrants are rushing 
to reapply for DACA while they 
can. 

On Tuesday, the Justice De- 
partment said it would take the 
“rare step” of asking the Su- 
preme Court to clear the way for 
the Trump administration to dis- 
mantle the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, 
program by March. 

This announcement came just 
a week after the program was re- 
instated when a federal judge on 
Jan. 9 temporarily blocked the 
Trump administration’s decision 
to end DACA’s two-year renew- 
als, which provide deportation 
relief and work authorization 
permits to young immigrants 
who were brought to the U.S. as 
children. 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion Services on Saturday said 
it’s allowing recipients to renew 
their permits, but it’s not accept- 
ing new applicants. 

The DACA population is at 
about 690,000, and that number 
has been shrinking. 

“Its overwhelming,” said Luz 
Gallegos, with TODEC Legal Cen- 
ter, an immigrant rights group 
serving the Inland Empire. 

Gallegos said the center re- 
mained open during the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday on Mon- 
day to make sure DACA recipients 
had the necessary resources to ap- 
ply. The center is helping recipi- 
ents by paying the $495 it costs to 
apply for the program. 

Gallegos advised DACA recipi- 
ents to renew as soon as possible. 

At this time of political turmoil 
over immigration, Gallegos said 
it’s crucial for DACA beneficiaries 
to get at least two more years of 
deportation protection. 

“We're afraid it’s (DACA) going 
to get overturned,” Gallegos said. 
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WHO CAN APPLY FOR DACA? 


Someone whose DACA status 
expired on or after Sept. 5, 2016, 
can file a renewal request. 

People whose permits expired 
before then can file a new request. 
Applying for advance parole, which 
is permission to travel out of the 
country and be able to return, is 
not allowed. 


Source: U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 


Take a hike — safely 
In light of two recent Inland moun- 
tain rescues, experts offer tips to 


stay safe on outdoor adventures. 
LOCAL1 


Taking out the McTrash 


McDonald's will be ramping up 
recycling, moving to environmen- 


tally friendly packaging by 2025. 
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